
  

 

Grade: Third Grade 

Title: Composer: Gioachino Antonio Rossini 

Week: January 20-31 

Source: Various 

Materials: biography, portrait, Promethean Board, listening examples 
and video 

 

MPG/Big Idea: 
MPG3: Listen to music with 
understanding 

State Standard: 
9.2 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
3. Music from various styles, cultures and historical eras globally affects all individuals 

 

Essential Questions: 
3. How does music impact all of us? 

 

Knowledge: 
1. Musical works and composers from varied historical periods are an important component of musical 
literature 
2. Music often captures and mimics unique historical periods and events 
3. Significant musical works and composers continue to impact music 

 

Skills: 
Historical Context 
1. Recognize musical examples from various 
historical periods 
2. Recognize significant composers and/or 
musicians from various genres and periods 
3. Relate musical works to varying styles, genres 
and periods in which they were created 
4. Relate musical works chronologically to 
historical events 

Procedure: 
1. View a flipchart which includes the following 
information: 
a. Define and differentiate opera from other 
musical forms 
Explain that an opera is similar to a play, but all of 
the words are sung. They could think of it like a 
movie where all the characters sing instead of 
talk. 
Ask the students a question by singing it instead 
of speaking and ask them to respond by singing 
the answer. Explain that music and songs bring 
appropriate moods and excitement to an opera. 
Ask students if they have ever noticed how music 
plays a part in a movie. The music can tell you if 
the scene is spooky or exciting, sad or happy.  
Opera is a very old art form that started in Europe 
nearly 400 years ago. Even though opera has 
changed a lot since then and new operas continue 
to be written, we still enjoy the old ones.  
b. Discuss the parts within an opera 



Write the word libretto on the Promethean Board. 
Explain that libretto is the name given to mean 
the words the singers sing in an opera. Tell the 
children that a libretto looks just like a play, but 
instead of the words being read, they will be 
sung. Explain that a librettist is the person who 
writes the libretto. 
Discuss the difference between the libretto and 
the score. Show them a completed score from an 
opera.  
c. Define the term composer for the class 

d. Read a biography of Gioachino Antonio Rossini. 
Rossini was born in Pesaro, Italy on February 29, 
1792 into a family of musicians. Gioachino's 
parents began his musical training at a young age. 
At the age of six, he was playing the triangle in 
his father's band. 
Antonio's father made a bad choice and had to go 
to jail. His mother, as a result, decided to move 
her family to Bologna to support them as an opera 
singer. As a child, Antonio performed as an 
apprentice opera performer, and later entered the 
Conservatory of Bologna to study cello and 
composition.  
By the early 1820's Rossini had been appointed 
the Director of the San Carlo Theater in Naples. 
During his 19 years in this position, he wrote 36 
operas that are full of humor and beautiful 
melodies. Then suddenly he stopped writing 
music. For the next 40 years of his life he did not 
compose at all. 
Rossini died on November 13, 1868. His most 
successful and best known works include his 
operas The Barber of Seville completed at the age 
of 18, and William Tell, his final opera 
e. Display a portrait 
2. View the historical biography “Rossini’s Ghost”.  
The film manages to include many precise 
elements material to Rossini's life and one of 
Rossini’s most significant compositions, “The 
Barber of Seville” Included in the film is 
information on the time in which Rossini 
composed the work (13 days) and features 
performances of some of Rossini’s most famous 
compositions including, "The Barber of Seville", 
"William Tell", "The Thieving Magpie”, as well as 
examples of all of his eight overtures.  The film 
will introduce students to opera, focuses on 
biographical information of the composer, 
illustrates life as a composer in the 1800’s, and 
highlights multiple examples of Rossini’s music. 

http://makingmusicfun.net/htm/f_mmf_music_library/hey-kids-its-a-cello.htm


Time: 52 minutes (including preview, opening and 
closing credits) 

 

Assessment: 
-passive listening 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


